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Introduction

The “Introduction” is special and happens once during the semester–at the front of the first journal entry for the course.

This should be an introduction to you, your relationship (!) to science and physics, and why you decided ISP213H–and what you hope to get out of it. I expect it to be on the order of 1-2 pages.

Conclusion

The “Conclusion” is also special and happens once–at the front of the last journal entry for the course. 

Here you should revisit your Introduction and contrast your experience through the term with your expectations. State generally what you’ve learned and how your ideas may or may not have changed. 

The weekly entries
Apart from the first and last entries, the rest of the journals should be of the same format. There are three parts to each journal: A. Reaction, B. Three Major Topics, and C. Summary of the Week. 

A. Reaction. Almost every entry will have something for you to “react to,” be it a question, a response or reaction to a reading, an exercise, or a problem. 

B. Three Major Topics. For the week’s material, you should just enumerate the three topics that we discussed and you read which you think were important to your understanding. They may not be what I thought were most important. I want to know what grabbed your attention.

C. Summary. Then, you should give a brief summary of the material of the lectures in a few pages in this or an equivalent font. Some entries will be longer than others and that should be driven by the importance of the material. Note that I’ll use my RACM method for grading. (What’s RACM, you ask? Look at the Help page…) Please don’t recite a dry report of what I said, but what (if anything) struck you about it and why. You might include instances of outside discussions, things happening in your other courses, informal encounters (like TV, newspapers, current events), trips you’ve taken, and/or experiences you’ve had. Refer to the readings explicitly for full “Completeness” credit. If I did demonstrations, refer to them for full Completeness credit. Be interesting and do not be boring.

D. Questions. Not required, but if you have questions about anything in the week, or something you saw in the newspaper, whatever–ask! I’ll try to react to them in class or in the blog.


You must include aspects of the assigned readings (books and downloads) that helped or confused you on that week's materials. (The “C” part of RACM will, in part, come from this.) As you do this, it should be clear to the reader are your words and what are someone else’s. If I used demonstrations, you must describe what you saw, what you learned, or what confused you, how it related to the material. If one of the movies helped, say so and why. If you found other electronic or paper materials that helped, say so and why. Reference everything properly as a literal footnote
. Finally, sometimes I will ask you to specifically include consideration of some problem or circumstance.


I know what I said in lecture, so don’t repeat that to me. Rather, make what you write yours by being as original as you can be. If you agree with me, say why. If you don't, say why not. You will be marked down for being casually derivative.


 Finally, you should have something to say about every major topic and give some account of every week of the course.


Here’s a rough sample of a part of a weekly submission…it’s meant to be a reaction to part of the introductory lecture of the term, not the whole first week, so it’s roughly a quarter of the size of what I expect the average entry to be.

Journal Entry 1

Covering lectures and readings from the week of 1/7

A. Reaction to C.P. Snow’s Two Cultures.

I was surprised at Snow’s book and that this issue of “two cultures” of the scientific and literary societies were so at odds. Never thought about this before, but you know my engineering friends do seem to relate to the world around them differently from how I seem to relate. Blah, blah blah…

B. Three Major Topics

1. This course is going to be fun!

2. I’ve got to find his tailor.

3. I never knew about the Minoans. What a tragedy.

C. Summary of week of 1/7

So, here I am. The course looks at first like it’s pretty complicated…lots of stuff to do at the beginning. I’m hopeful that it will become routine quickly. He says it will. I’m not too sure that I understand how to access the blog, although I’ve gone to the web site. If after I’ve played with it I’m still confused, I’ll ask him or one of the TA’s. I have to remember to read through the whole site as I think there will be things posted there that will help me study. I like the idea that the whole grade doesn’t depend on only a midterm and final, or some huge research paper. I’ve heard that falling behind in this course is a bad thing to do. I’ve heard of the C.P. Snow book, but I can’t remember where!

I’ve never connected physics with art before and from what Professor Brock says, they may be similar. I’ll have to see if I agree with him. I think I understand how art becomes more abstract…that’s certainly what people mean when they talk about “modern art.” I guess I also understand how physics gets more abstract. That’s certainly what it seemed like in high school when we got near the end of the semester. I’m not too sure that I agree that art conveys information and I am certainly not sure what in the world Galileo has to do with any of this.

What is Truth? I guess I always thought that science played a role in this. But, it’s true also that scientific ideas change. So, that’s going to require some thought. On the other hand, I never connected art with truth before, and yet I guess I’ve heard artists – singers and painters – speak of telling the truth. About this representation stuff. Two “representations”? I guess the capitalized one means something pretty deep and that’s what he wants to distinguish. If I think back, I remember that Galileo described the path of a baseball or something. What Professor Brock wants to say is that Galileo “Represented” the path of a baseball because he modeled its motion and in the process said something universal about all motion. There’s that Universal word that he used. I guess if he had just described it as, “the baseball travels in an arc.” that would be “representation” in the lower case sense.

I must not forget to change the colors from his blue and maybe I’ll use a non-Serif font. I also need to remember to change the header so that my name is there instead of “your name”. I think the date will automatically update when I save it.

D. Questions

I read the other day that the government only just passed a budget for the year 2008 that started on October 1st of 2007. Do MSU scientists receive money from the federal government to do their research, or does it come from MSU?

See what I mean? You work out in words what you think you learned from the material and lecture, ask questions of yourself, and maybe draw on past experiences. You should also refer to the reading when its applicable.

Journal Entry 2

A. Reaction to whatever is the second week’s puzzle

Blah, blah blah…

B. Summary of week of 1/15

And so on and so on, through the course. Get it? Notice that for organizational purposes, I’ve indicated a page break for each new entry and put a place for your name (make it really yours in the View/Header and Footer/ menu above…the date should automatically update. Please continue this practice into the future weeks. This way you only have to print out and hand in that week’s edition.

� Here’s a footnote. Note that I’ve changed the MS Word Footnote Text style to be 10pt rather than 12pt.
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