
Franklin’s letters, which were being sent to England, were beginning to receive wide 

attention with the idea of this experiment exciting the scientific community. The 

letters eventually reached France, where the experiment was successfully attempted 

by two different investigators; the results found were exactly as Franklin had 

predicted. The popularity of this experiment was wide spread between scientists and 

the public alike. 

 

Sometime in June, 1752, Franklin performed the experiment with his son, although in 

a different manner as there were no towers or steeples in Philadelphia. This of course 

is the famous kite experiment, where Franklin drew electricity down from the clouds. 

A pointed wire was fastened to the top of the kite, and to the lower end of the kite 

string were tied a metal key and a piece of silk ribbon. With the approach of a 

thunderstorm, the kite was raised; Franklin and his son then stood inside a small cabin 

so as not to allow the silk string, with which they held the kite, to get wet. With the 

coming of the thundercloud, the string holding the kite became wet enough to conduct 

electricity and they were able to draw sparks from the key; they were also able to 

charge a Leyden jar and perform all the other electrical experiments. 

 

 
Figure 2.4.1 Franklin and his son performing the kite experiment. The Leyden jar below the right leg of 

the boy is attached to the key (image courtesy of http://www.thebakken.org/electricity/images-
static/Franklin-kite-exp.jpg) 

 

As was briefly discovered by G. W. Richman, a physicist at the Imperial Academy of 

Saint Petersburg, such experiments can be extremely dangerous. Richman had 

constructed similar apparatus for the collection and measurement of atmospheric 

 


